
Newsletter September 2025

Dear Parents/Guardians,
As we begin a new academic year, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. My name is Mr. Kelly and I am delighted to be joining this wonderful school community as your new principal. It is a privilege to be part of such a dedicated and supportive staff, and I look forward to working closely with you all in the years ahead. I would also like to pay tribute to our former principal, Mrs. O’Rourke, who guided the school with great commitment and vision for many years. We wish Mary every happiness in her well-deserved retirement after a career marked by kindness, dedication, and achievement.
School Carpark
The safety of our pupils is of utmost importance. It is of vital importance that you observe the carpark rules. Please note again that the outside lane in the drive through area is for circulation only. Under no circumstances should children exit car while the car is in the outside lane Please drop your child and leave promptly from the set down area. Parents are not permitted to park and leave their car unattended in the setdown area. If you wish to enter the school please park in the carpark to the left of the school entrance. Please ensure that anyone collecting your child is aware of the carpark rules. Please do not walk through the staff carpark or enter/exit through main school gate as it is too dangerous. This gate is for cars only.  Congestion will occur at 3pm. The children are supervised until 3.10pm so it is always an option for parents to delay pick up times. Another option would be for older children to meet their parents at designated points along the way. 

Arts & Crafts
Each child is required to pay €25 towards the cost of arts and crafts materials and photocopying paper. This should be paid to the class teacher as soon as possible either in cash or via the Aladdin app. Rising costs mean it is essential that all families contribute so that we can continue to provide quality materials for your child’s learning.

Communication via Aladdin Connect
Please use Aladdin Connect for communication with class teachers or the school office. It can also be used to update personal details (such as phone number, email, or address) and to record reasons for absences. For homework queries, Aladdin Connect remains the best way to contact your child’s teacher. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]All requests to meet teachers must go through the office. Under no circumstances are parents permitted to enter the school through any entrance other than the front office. 
School Calendar
The school calendar for the year ahead is attached. Please keep it in mind when planning family events or holidays.
Homework Policy
Homework will continue to be assigned in line with the school’s Homework Policy. We strive to ensure that bags are kept as light as possible. Should you need to contact your child’s teacher regarding homework, please do so through Aladdin Connect.
Code of Discipline/ Behaviour
Our Code of Discipline/Behaviour for Cloonakilla is an important document for pupils, parents, and staff. Please take some time to read through the rules with your child to ensure understanding. Teachers have already revised these rules in class to support a positive, respectful school environment.
Attendance
Good attendance is key to consistency in learning. Family breaks should be planned outside of term time whenever possible, as absences can disrupt routines, Particularly in September. Please note that absences of 20 days or more must be reported to the National Education Welfare Board. You will receive a notification message from Aladdin when your child has been absent for 15 days.  Absences should always be explained using Aladdin Connect, and the reason provided, as this may be requested by the Education Welfare Officer.
P.E.
Teachers will inform pupils of their P.E. days. On these days, pupils must wear the school P.E. top and navy tracksuit bottoms. Full uniform should be worn on all other days. Please label all items of clothing. For health and safety reasons, jewellery, earrings, and studs are not permitted on P.E. days or during contact sports.
Healthy Lunch Policy
We are a healthy eating school. We encourage lunches that include food from each of the food groups, to provide children with balanced nutrition. 
The following foods are not allowed: Fizzy drinks, sweets, chocolate, crisps, and cereal bars. However, on Fridays, pupils may bring one SMALL treat to school. Please find the Healthy Eating Policy attached.
School Policies
All relevant policies can be viewed on the school website. I would like to draw your attention in particular to the Administration of Medicines Policy. Children with care needs are looked after by designated staff members. Children who require an inhaler in school must give the inhaler to the class teacher for safekeeping. This will be kept in the teacher’s drawer and given to the child as required. This inhaler must be kept in school. 
Anti-Bullying
Our school is fully committed to creating a safe and respectful environment for every child. Bullying of any kind is not acceptable and will be dealt with promptly and fairly. We promote kindness and inclusivity through class charters, Anti-Bullying Awareness activities, and careful supervision, and we encourage children and parents to report concerns straight away. By working together, we can ensure that all pupils feel valued and supported. Parents are encouraged to read the full policy which is available on our school website.
Pupil Insurance
Insurance forms have been issued to all children. Please check schoolbags and return completed forms with payment in a clearly marked envelope (“Pupil Insurance”) to your child’s class teacher. This should be kept separate from Arts & Crafts contributions. Cheques for insurance must be made payable to the Parents’ Association.


Birthday Invitations
To protect children from hurt or exclusion, we ask that party invitations are not distributed on school grounds. Parents may obtain class contact lists from the school office to help with arrangements outside of school.
Mobile Phone/ Smart devices 
We remind parents that pupils are not permitted to bring mobile phones, smart devices, or electronic games to school, except in exceptional circumstances agreed with the school. Where permission is granted, the phone must be handed to the class teacher for the school day and may not be used on school grounds or buses. Any breaches of this policy will result in the phone being confiscated and parents asked to collect it from the office. The school accepts no responsibility for lost, stolen, or damaged phones. We ask for your full support in ensuring a safe and focused learning environment for all children.
After-School Clubs
Our popular after-school clubs will resume in the coming weeks. This year’s activities will include Lego Club (1st & 2nd Class), Chess Club (5th & 6th Class), and Therapeutic Play Skills (3rd & 4th Class). Teachers will be in touch with further details.
I look forward to a happy, safe, and productive school year ahead for all our pupils. Thank you for your continued cooperation and support.
Election Day
As Cloonakilla NS will be used as a Polling Station for the Presential Election on Friday 24th October there will be no school.

Yours sincerely,
Mr Kelly,
Principal


